
Amazing Japanese Classics  
- Hyakunin Isshu & the Tales of Ise 

 

The Saga Arashiyama 
Museum of Arts & 
Culture will hold its 
annual exhibition on 
the Hyakunin Isshu, a 
collection of one 
hundred poems. 
This year's exhibition 
will also focus on The 
Tale of Ise, which 
features Ariwara-no-
Narihira , a famous 
poet from the 
Hyakunin Isshu 
anthology who is said 
to be a handsome 
noble man. 
We hope that this 
exhibition will provide 
an opportunity for 
visitors to become 
more familiar with the 
Hyakunin Isshu and the 
Tales of Ise, two works of classical literature. 
 
The Ogura Hyakunin Isshu, a collection of one hundred poems compiled 
by the poet Fujiwara-no-Teika (1162–1241), is still popular with many 
people today. 
 
In the first section of this exhibition, visitors can see calligraphy and 
paintings related to the Hyakunin Isshu. The Ogura Shikishi, which is 
said to have been handwritten by Teika, is a valuable work that conveys 
the original form of the Hyakunin Isshu. Also on display are a number of 
Japanese paintings from the early modern period to the modern era 
depicting poets who appear in the Hyakunin Isshu, including the 'The 



Six Immortal Poets ' by Kikuchi Keigetsu. Please enjoy the exhibition 
while thinking back to ancient times.  
 
The second chapter focuses on Ariwara-no-Narihiara, who composed 
No. 17 'Chihayafuru~' (Unimagined / even by mighty gods / Tatsuta 
streams / under crimson reaches / dappling the flow) from the Hyakunin 
Isshu poems. The Tales of Ise, which revolves around the waka poems 
of the hero Narihira, is read together with paintings that evoke scenes 
from the tale. 
 

 
“Scene from The Tales of Ise   “Yamato Landscape”      “Lieutenant General Zaigo” 

 - Nishi no Kyo”       Ono Chikkyo             Kikuchi Keigetsu 

Tawaraya Sotatsu         

 
“36 Immortal Poets”       “Akutagawa”        “Ogura Shikisi – Asaborake”  

Ikeda Koson     Kobayashi Kokei       Fujiwara-no-Teika 



 
“Kai-awase no Zu”        “Sōshi-Arai-Komachi”       “Six Immortal Poets” 

                        (Ancient Court Lady and Poetess in Noh Play) 

Itō Shōha     Itō Shōha                Kikuchi Keigetsu 

Exhibition Overview 

Title 
Amazing Japanese Classics 

Hyakunin Isshu & the Tales of Ise 

Dates 

January 28 (Sat.) 2023 to April 9 (Sun.), 2023 

    1st Period: January 28 (Sat.) to March 6 (Mon.) 2023 

  2nd Period: March 8 (Thu.) to April 9 (Sun.) 2023 

Opening hours 10:00 am – 5:00 pm (last entry 4:30 pm) 

Closed 
Tuesday 

*Opens on March 21 (public holiday) 

Entry fee 

General / University student: ¥900 (¥800) 

High school student: ¥500 (¥400) 

Elementary / Junior high school student: ¥300 (¥250) 

Disabled person and up to one helper: ¥500 (¥400) 

 

* Prices in parentheses are for groups of 20 or more. 

* Free for preschool children 

Organizers Saga Arashiyama Museum of Arts & Culture, Kyoto Shimbun 

 


